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Ashura Kayupayupa

reads her winning

poem in Kiswahili

"Lia” ("Cry").
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Participants pose for a photo at the end of the competition (right to left):
Adams Bodomo, Tomi Adeaga, Ashura Kayupayupa, Anesu Dzvuke

and Daniel Bitouh.
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Participants greet and get to know each other.



Lia - Cry

Here is a taste of Kayupayupa's poem in Kiswahili:




Another poem also appears below:

Spring is a time of renewal;

of nature ard all.

Freezing winter, bereft of life, is gone.

Snow has left the ground.
All is clear and promising to all,
As they emerge from cocoons

to enjoy sunshine.

Mature has come alive again!
Trees are free of overbearing snow
Leaves sprout; - a beautiful

Shiny gold then turn green.

Soft branches sway softly

In the gently brushing breeze,

to give hope to all creation.

pring

Creepy-crawlies are no longer hiding
From the long frosty biting winter
Robins pick up sluggish ones,

But underground will not do now

Or else they miss the radiant sunshine
As it displaces the grey winter,

And ushers in brand new delights.

Spring 15 Lime Lo rejuvenale.

A good time to reconsider,

To start dreaming once more.

As flowers blossom, dreams rebirth,
Keep pressing on.

Spring with life

In all spheres of your life.

Be in unison with spring; relive!

- By Sibusisiwe Jonathan




Book Recommendations

In Invincible Nubia/Adios Lampedusa, Philo lkonya
displays unfettered imagination and boundless creativity
that categorically refuse to be contained within
conventionally defined perimeters in terms of generic
specification, thematic conceptualization, locale
contextualization and overall artistic envisioning.
Action takes place at multifarious levels: the real world
of the living; specific geographical spaces; the world of
the dead; the world of nature; the surreal; the unknown;
the metaphysical realm; the mental and psychological
spheres, etc. The work thus transcends physical space
and defies borders, while allowing the various “worlds”
to flow in and out of each other with incredible fluidity.
Form-wise, the narrative is a lacework of: story, epic, drama,
poetry, allegory, prosaic poesy, orate utterance in lyrical
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mode, and an unstoppable stream of consciousness artistic | .
explosion = all in one. For readers who find enigmatic
writing jarring, reading lkonya's work is likely to be
frustrating and alienating; but for those who are intrigued by
enigma, the experience will be fascinatingly engaging.
Written in a style similar to that of Dambudzo Marechera's
The House of Hunger and Bessie Head's A Question of
Power, lkonya's Invincible Nubia/Adios Lampedusa
challenges the reader to suspend belief, listen, feel,
imagine and then flow with the narrative rather than read
it line by line trying to make literal sense of every word.
Simply, the psychological depth, imaginative daring and
artistic uniqueness of Philo lkonya's creativity in this work

are stunning.

Micere Githae Mugo, Ph.D. Meredith Professor For
Teaching Excellence, Department of African American

Studies, Syracruse University, Syracruse New York, USA.







Fresh Magazine - Black Austrian Lifestyle

We are happy to announce a new cooperation with Fresh = Magazine for Black Austrian
Lifestyle! The magazine will be distributed at our event and we will be featured in it,

s0 keep your eyes peeled and check out the website: http:/freshzine.at/

VAW Facebook Page

VAW now has a Facebook page. It is being managed by Ashura Kayupayupa. Keep yourselves
updated on our activities through this page. Here is the link to it
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Vienna-African-Writers-Club/804 750209580887 sk=timeline
Just click on the “like button” of our Facebook page and automatically get updated on

our activities.
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Vienna African Writers Club
is on Facebook,

To connect with Vienna African Writers Ouby, sgn up for Feoebock 'odmy

com h
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Get involved!

We are always looking for volunteer
members of the VAW editorial tear

Whatever skill it is you would like

ill take place on June 18th and the venue will be made known in due




Editorial Board:

Adams Bodomo - Chief Editor

Tomi Adeaga — Associate Editor

Daniel R. Bitouh — Associate Editor

Caroline Pajancic = Assistant Editor

Yayra Sumah - Graphic Designer

Ashura Kayupayupa - Social Media Platforms
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